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PREFACE 


'During, a recent controversy in the 
Press upon occultism I was interviewed 
•upon it by a* representative of the Globe. 
The question of Theosophy cropped 
up during our chat, and I expressed 
my opinion that Madame Blavatsky’s 
Theosophy was the greatest fraud of the 
present day. 

The publication of this 1 ’ statement 
Thought the following letter M the 
Editor of* the Globe : — 

“Sir,— I f it is true that Mr. 
Uaskelyne has referred to Theosophy 
as being a fraud *and in* danger of ex- 
posure, lie* has i/iade a foolish remark. 
Theosophy *is founded on a groundwork 
too olfl, too deep, and too subtle to be 
possible* of exposure, Of course, there 
’are twp phases of Theosophy, — the eso- 
teric, fahich can only be fully realised 
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by intuition, and the exotfeqc, whicji, of 
course, can be grasped by meahs of thqfv 
sophical books, tcachiftgsfd-ogmas, etg,, — 
but whichever phase you take, it would 
be quite out of place -to refer to Theo- 
sophy as being a fraud. 

“Theosophy as a doctrine* contaiift 
the essence of alj religious beliefs, Whence 


the 


man 


who 


is 


going' 


io suggest that" 


all religions are founded on fraud places 
himself in a very av&wafd position,* 
Perhaps Mr. Maskelyne will substantiate 
his statements from the public platform 
by material means. — Yours, etc., 


(Signed) Walter FiriTiinger.* 

“41 Turns Road, Harlf.sden* 

September 25.” 


I replied as follows to the Editor of 
the GJifbc : — 

“Sir, — In reply to Mr. F : rmingcr’s 
letter, appearing in your issue of the 
27th, allow me to sta.e that Wiring my 
interview with your representative 1 
expressed my opinion that'- Madame 
Blavatsky’s Theosophy was the greatest 
fraud of the present day. TJ^iit ‘opinion, 
I afn prepared to substantiate, having in* 
my possession ap overwhelming number 
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«f indisputablje facts proving that the 
Society was founded solely upon false- 
hood and fraud". 

“ Apart from tjic statements of 
Madame Blavatsky and’ Mrs. Besant, 
no atom of reliable evidence has ever 
been, addticed to prove the existence of 
Morya and Koot Hoorni, the mythical 
Mahatmas of .Tibet, who, it is said, 
founded the Theosophical Society 
through the mjsdiumship of Madame 
Blavatsky ‘and fier accomplice or dupe, 
Colonel Olcott. 

“ Let me ask Mr. Firminger whether 
he can g^ve a single reason why the un- 
proved testimony of Madame Blavatsky 
and MrS. Besant should be accepted as 

truth ? 

‘ I will undertake to supply him»with 
abundant /acts conclusively proving that 
’their statements ought not to be relied 

^ o 

upon. — Yours, etc., 

(Signed) J. N ; Maskelyne. 

“St. Geor«»’s Hall.,’ 

Langham 1’i.ace, . , 

Sefiaftl’cr 2S.” 

This .letter raised a storm about my 
ears. 4 

I was challenged 'to substantiate my 
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statement, and I promised to do s «. 
The publication of this .pamphlet is tl)e 
fulfilment of that promise.* 

For the betfefit of readers who have 
little or no knowledge*of the history and 
character of Madame Blavatsky, I have 
found it necessary to go over ground 
previously trodden by myself and several- 
others, when dealing w'ith the move- 
ment at its inception apd subsequently*. 
These exposures checked the progress 
of the Society, and would doubtless have 
killed it entirely but for the unequalled 
platform eloquence of Mrs. Bdfsant and 
the ready ports of the ‘paid sevibes of 
the Society. Madame Blavatsky was 
represented as' a persecuted saint, and 
every artifice was resorted to,, to explain 
away and gloss over charges of disre- 
putable acts and falsehoods wbych cannot 
be refuted. Neither Mrs. Besant nor 
anyone among the Wirepullers of the 
movement h;Is ever '.attempted to prove 
that the charges brought against Madame 
Blavatsky are false. The t reason for 
this is obvious : it ps impossible t # o provd 
them false. Mrs.' Besant contents her- 
r 8 
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self with declaring' unimpeachable 
documentary evidence to be “ gross 
forgeries,” me.de 'maliciously, but she 
does riot produce the slightest proof in 
support of her statements. The charge 
of malice. cannot be upheld ; there is no 
reason for it, and no sign of it in any of 
tbio exposures. What "has impelled me 
to undertake this task is an inherent 
"desire ‘to e ( xpo£p imposture, especially 
when it- is "carried on under the cloak of 
religion. 

I have been told that the Theo- 
sophical* Society is an unimportant 
commimity and unworthy of my atten- 
tion. But the Society, iiv fact, has 
become very important “during the, past 
few year§ ; it has many thousands of 
members, and hundreds of branches in 

I 

different parts of the world. Gold has 
flowed into its coffers to ( such an extent 
that the Lv.ecutive' has been able to erect 
new headquarters ifi Londbn at a cost of 
,£50,000. The Society has left even 
Christian .Science far behind, so far as 
London ii? toncernecf. 

k v 

One* Sunday morning recently I 
9 
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attended one of Mrs. Bezant’s lecture* 
at the large Queen’s Hall ^ there v^p.s 
not a vacant seat, although hundreds of 
them were fWe shillinsfs each. The 
audience was compose*d chiefly of ladies, 
and the faces of some of thorn were 
psychological study. When Mrs. pesant 
made her appearance they looked upon 
her with an expression of awe and 
admiration, as they woyld ^tave' looked 
at a spook at a spiritual seance ; and 
when the torrents and cataracts of fine 
words flowed from her lips, those ladies 
became spellbound. I verily* believt 
that they half* expected *the McChatmas 
would cause her to float round the hall, 
or porform some other miracle, to prcfve 
their own existence. Indian jnysticism 
has *jcli fascination fo[ and pernicious 
influence over some people, that it leads 
them to accept without question the 
statements of every exponent of it who 
professes supernatui\l poujpr. Every- 
thing possible should be done to^ check 
the spread of this pernicious .doctrine of 
superstition. 

I trust that this / pamphlet wilT cause 
io 
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tke lif^ht of conlmon sense to dispel some 
o£^ % the artificial glamour surrounding 
Indian mysticism. 

. j/n. maskelyne. 


St. George’s Halt., W., 
. October 1912. 
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THE FRAUD OF 
MODERN “THEOSOPHY” 


CHAPTER- I 

MADAME I3LAVATSKY 

“There fs no religion higher than 
truth.” This is the motto of the Theo- 
SOphical Society. No one can question 
the* beauty*and sublimity of the phrase, 
but it CctiT scarcely be considered ap- 
propriate, as Madame Blavatsky, the 
founder of the Society and inventor of 
the motto, rarely spoke the truth. § This 
may be considered too sweeping *an 
assertion, b»t a perusal of these pages 
wiir show that it is not an Exaggeration 
of the facts.* 

In Mr. Siynett’s 'Life of Madame 
Blavatsky, written from information 
received firsp hand, we learn that she 
w£is bo«i f in-the south of Russia in 1831. 

15 ‘ 
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Her maiden pame was Helena Petrovna 
Hahn. Little information of her 'early 
youth is vouchsafed t6. us, but at theage 
of sixteen she married General Blavatsky, 
the date of the ' marriage being July j, 
1848. Her husband was nearly seventy 
years of age. She lived with him for 
only three months, and fled f rom him 
“for good and all” in October of* the 
same year. She went to Tibet to bg» 
instructed by the great Mahatmas, 
Morya and Knot Hoomi, who had 
chosen her as the medium through 
whom they would give to the world a 
new religion. No date is given for her 
entry into Tibet and her seven years’ 
sojourn in that country, but it is stated 
to have been between the time she left 
her husband and May 1857. 

There is no case* on record of any 
other female being admitted to the abode 
of these Mahatmas and being personally 
instructed by the n, so the young lady 
must have considered herself highly 
favoured. Not a word is mentioned as 
to how so young a lady managed to get 
into Tibet, one of the most inaccessible 
16 
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countries in the world, but we are told 
that ‘ 4he retrained in the country for 
seve'fr’ 1 years. Mp„ , Sipnett tells us that 
seven years is the shortest period fora 
probationer to serve, before* being ad- 
mitted even to the first of the ordeals, 
which' are very severe. 

* “ I remember ” (he says) “ Madame 
Blavatsky saying that her ordeals had 
‘been by earth, air, fire, and water.” 
During her sta^ in *fibct she was given 
access to marvellous subterranean 
libraries ; oije was of vast dimensions, 
and. it contained more books than the 
British* Museum vyould hold.. In one of 
‘these concealed crypts she was allowed 
to peruse The Book of D+yau. She 
says : “It was an archaic manuscript, a 
collection of palm leaves made irryper- 
meable to water, five, and air by some 
specific, unknown process. It is written 
in a. tongue absent Trom the nomen- 
clature of languages atid dialects with 
which philology is acquainted.” She 
gives an ’extract from this wonderful 
bo^k, which .^he was al>le to transjatev 
although* it was in an unknown tongue. 
b 17 
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Unfortunately for her, it is found toJbe 
a page copied from Rig .Veda, \frith a 
little alteration inj:he. 4 gxt. 

Mr. Siniiett tells us that- Madame 
Blavatsky left Tibet with “a block of 
truth ” and “ fully impressed with the 
magnitude of her mission.”- ‘ * She 
emerged from apprenticeship *to duty.” 
That duty was to* found* the Theo- 
sophical Society. The three main ob* 
jects of the Society Were* stated to be — 

(1) To put down spiritualism. 

(2) To convert materialises. 

(3) To prove the existence of. the 
Mahatmas., 

This is the story concocted by this* 

adventuress- in 1875 : I shall prove sher-e 

is not a single word of truth in it. 

During the whole of tfie time khe 
» - 

said she was in Ttbct she was wan- 
dering abo.ut Europe leading a .very 
questionable life, at times suspected of 
being a Russian spy and told that her 
presence was not required ip the country 
in which she was residing. 

She was in Paris in 1 8439 experiment- 
ing in hypnotism with a “famous •old 
18 
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mesmerist ” who “ discovered her psychic 
gifts and was anxious to retain her as 
& sensitive, but -,she filed from Paris to 
escape -his’ influence.” She went to 
London and stayed 4 br some time with 
a -Russian lady at Mivart’s Hotel. She 
says she met her favourite Mahatma, 
KJorya, oh the bank of the Serpentine 
in 1851 : ’presumably he came to 
^London to see the Great Exhibition. 
She visited Greece and Egypt. In 
Upper Egypt, she says, she witnessed 
the much-talkecl-of miracle of the Indian 
jugglers, wkich was so much exagger- 
ated by ]\|arco Polo and tfie drunken 
Emperor Jehangir. Her description of 
the trick differs from any other I hatfe 
heard, and all the stories of the trick 
differ materially. I will give Madam^’s 
description, which must be taken with 
several grains of salt : — 

“ In full §icdit of a multitude, com- 
prising several hundred Europeans and 
many thousand* Egyptians and Africans, 
the juggler came out on a bare space 
of ^ground, heading a stnall boy, sfcark? 
naked, by the hand, and* carrying a huge 
19 
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f 

roll of tape; that might be twelve •-or 
eighteen inches wide. (I have ’ never 
heard of any tape-of such a width/; 

“ After certain ceremonies', he. whirled 
the roll about his-. head several times, 
and then Hung it straight up into the 
air. Instead of falling back to 'earth 
after it had -ascended a short clistanqe, 
it kept on upward, unwinding and un- 
winding interminably from the stick', 
until it grew to be a triers speck, and 
finally passed out of sight. The juggler 
drove the pointed end of the stick into 
the ground, and then beckoned the boy 
to approach. Poin/ing upward, and 
talking in a strange jargon, he seemed 
to be ordering the little fellow to ascend 
the self-suspended tape, which by this 
time stood straight and stiff, as if it were 
a board whose end ‘rested against some 
solid support up in mid-air. The . boy 
bowed compliance, and began climbing, 
using his’ hands and feet as little ‘ All 
Ri crht ’ does when climbing Satsuma’s 

O O I 

balance-pole. The boy went higher 
and higher, untfil he too seemed to pass 
into the clouds and disappear.’ 

20 
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“The juggler waited five or ten 
minutes, and thou, pretending to be 
impatient, shotted. up to his assistant as 
if to order him down.* No answer was 
heard, and no boy appeared*; so, finally, 
as if carried away wifh rage, the juggler 
thrust a naked sword into his breech- 
cloth (thegmly garment upon his person) 
and dimbecl, after the boy.' Up and up, 
<&nd hand over hand, and stop by step, 
he ascended, uptil the straining eyes of 
the multitude saw him no more. There 
was a moment’s pause, and then a wild 
shriek came* down from the sky, and a 
bleeding arm, as if freshly cut from the 
•boy's boefy*, 'fell \7ith a horrid thud on 
the ground. Then came another, then 
the two legs, one after the other, then tfie 
dismembered trunk, and, last of all, the 
ghastly head, ever^ part streaming with 
gore and covering the ground.” 

So many stories have been told about 
this "trick tha.fr I felt siye the^e must be 
some foundation lor* them, possibly a 
very siitiple trick, of which travellers 
had given exaggerated accounts. The 
very bestf Jugglers of fndia have Been. 
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brought to this country. We have been 
shown the marvellous snake chaining, 
the mango growing, the boy mur,d/ered 
in a basket and brought to . life,, all of - 
which trick's had been spoken of as 
though they were miracles, especially so- 
by travellers of a literary turn, who 
habitually spice their stories ( to make 
their books attractive. All^these tricks 
have turned out to be very poor affairs,, 
inferior to conjuringJn tjie penny shows 
of Europe. I asked an Indian juggler, 
one day, if he could perform the Indian 
rope trick. He replied, “Yes, in India.” 

I said, “Can’t you do it in" England ? ” 
He said, “ No ; only in India chn I do it. ” < 

He refused to say why he could do it 
only in Indill. 

A few years ago my partners and I 
decided that, if possible, we would probe 
this trick to the bottom. . We spent a 
considerable sum in advertising for in- 
formation from .any persons who ' had 
witnessed the trick. We, also offered to 
pay ^5000 a year to any juggler who 
could perform the trick in London as it 
had been described. 


22 
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A — ' 

K number of people gave* us informa- 
tion. , Most of them were persons who 
knew somebhdy who had seen it. A 
'few told us they had seen it, but their 
descriptions differed, -and*, they were 
uncertain about essential points. At 
last, we were fortunate in finding a 
gentleman in London who had seen the 
t'rick on sev.eral occasion^ and fortunately 
also he had some knowledge of conjur- 
ing. He explained the secret. He had 
been stationed for some years at one of 
•the frontier military posts and he had 
.noticed that the troop of Indian jugglers 
always arrived at the time of day when 
the sun vfits* in one position and its rays 
were so strong that Europeans could not 
be exposed to them. 

• The audience, said our informant, 
occupied the balcpny of the bungalow, 
and were skeltered from the sun by an 
awning. The jugglers brought a coil of 
what appeared to be o. largj rope. As 
they uncoiled.it and held it up it became 
stiff ; if .was evidently jointed bamboo 
with the joints made to lock. It was 
covereeKto k5ok like a rope, and it fo*rmed 

23 ’ 
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a pole about-thirty feet long. A diminu- 
tive boy, not much larger than an Indian 
monkey, climbed up to the top qf, the 
pole and was out of sigh’l of the audience 
unless they* bent forward and looked 
beneath the awning' when the sun shone 
in their eyes and blinded them. As soon 
as the boy was at the top of thq pole the. 
jugglers made a great .shouting, declaring 
he had vanished. He quickly slid down 
the pole and fell on ahe ground behind 
the juggler who held the rope. Another 
juggler threw a cloth over the boy and- 
pretended that he was dead. After- 
considerable tom-tomming and incanta- 
tion the boy began to move'', 'and was 
eventually restored to life. 

This account was subsequently con- 
firmed by another gentleman who had 
evidently witnessed tfre same jugglers 
perform the feat. 

The reader will* now see why the 
trick cannot be per/ormed in -this country. 
The bubble has been pricked — the fate 
of all modern miracles when .properly 
investigated. The reader b<is- doubtless 
heard another explanation of the trick. 

24 
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It has been said that two gentlemen 
discovered that -the jugglers hypnotised 
ths entire audience and made them be- 
lieve-they. had seen the trick performed ; 
but one of the gentlemen "had a camera 
and took snapshots, which revealed the 
fact that the jugglers stood still and did 
-nothing^ This story, however, is pure 
fiction. It was invented- oy two American 
journalists who wished to test the credu- 
lity of the public • After this story had 
been" translated into many languages and 
published all over the world, the authors 
confessed* that they invented it. The 
confession was largely published through 
the Press* but stTll the story is repeatedly 
cropping up as the correct explanation 
of the great rope trick — *an illustration 
af the truph of the adage, “ Givp a lie 
twelve hours’ st^irt and the truth* will 
never overtake it.” Anyone with the 
least knowledge of ^hypnotism could not 
help seeintjsthat the story \^as an inven- 
tion, since i<* is impossible to hypnotise 
an emfice audience. A few persons at a 
spiritual §<^nce might be hypnotised, and 
1 am etfnvincfed that Home, for example, 
25 * 
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used hypnotism to a large extent. He 
usually went round the circle making 
passes over the sitters. 

Some accounts of'my Own tr.icks have 
been as much exaggerated in India as 
those of the Indian *tricks described by 
travellers. 

Two military officers once called on. 
me at the old Eg-yptian.Hall anjl inquired 
when I should be performing the trick 
of cutting off my own .heaij and making 
it float round the hall. I replied that I 
had never performed such a feat. 

•‘Oh,” said they, “a youilg Indian 

gentleman whom we met out in India 

told us that lie saw you static! in tlfe . 

middle o(* the stage, cut off your own 

head and maite it float all round tlie 

hall, singing, ‘ Here comes <116 bogey 
> » » 

man* 

I at once saw that the young gentle- 
man had become excjted with my sensa- 
tional performance, confused »iy illusions, 
and probably exaggerated ,a little. At 
one time I performed an illusion ip‘ which 
I apparently cut off the head^of my late 
cplleague, and he ’walked ab'outNvith it 
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under his arm and talked tQ the audience. 
At .that time also I was' giving a dark 
stance in •which a luminous skeleton 
appeared; its head ‘came off and floated 
over the audience, while njy organ, with 
startling electrical effects, would peal out, 
“ Hist, hist, hist ! Here comes the bogey 
.man ! ” It is difficult for anyone, not an 
expert, to describe aiv Illusory perform- 
ance correctly ; even level-Jieaded Press 
reporters, when describing my perform- 
ances from memory, have often credited 
me with performing impossibilities. 

But I •am digressing, travelling away 
irom "hi Ret, as Madame Blavatsky did 
ill 1 849. • • 


2 


*- 
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MADAME BLAVATSKY AND THE 
“ MIRACULOUS” ROPE TRICK 

We hear that Madame Biavatsky had 
two husbands besides General Biavatsky., 
one named Metrovitch and another 
named Betanelly, but it is not explained 
how, notwithstanding this, she Continued 
to use the name of Biavatsky. * Colonel 
Olcott says in *the same ^ear ( 1*815 1 ) sh£ 
was in Daft'atschi Tehag, in the plain of 
Mount Ararat. * Her husband (he doesn’t 
say which, perhaps a fourth) was Vice-. 
Governor of Erivan, and had a bodyguard 
of fifty Khourd warriors. 

Madame Biavatsky met Home, the 
medium, in Paris in, 1858, and* she says 
he converted her to spiritualism and that 
she knew nothing about spfritjutilism 
until she met Home. 

Honte confirms tfiis story; a*nd Sfcys in 
28 
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«. letter to a friend : “ I to’ok no interest 
in - her, exceptirtg a singular impression 
I *had the first time I saw a young 
gentleman who has ever since been a 
brother to me. f^e tlid hot follow. my 
advice. He was at that time her lover, 
arfd it was most repulsive to me that in 
'order t® attract attention .she pretended 
to be a medium.* My friend still thinks 
she is a mediumistic, but lie is also just 
as fully con v meed that she is a cheat.” 

However, we are here confronted with 
a difficulty. If Madame knew nothing 
*ibout spiritualism until 1858, how came 
t,he* Mahatmas, to depute^ her to put it 
down so long before ? It is certain that 

Madame went from Paris to Russia : her 

* * 

sister, Madame de Jelihowsky, confirms 
‘this, and says that she gave spiritual 
seances, consisting of messages 'from 
spirits by table-rapping. Madame was 
eyidently anxious to show off the tricks 
she had ledrned from'Homos the medium, 
and she ,takts the credit of having con- 
verted’her father to spiritualism. 

Thi^is*t*he first aythentic information 
we have of Madame. Blavatsky knowing 
29 * 
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anything' about.spiritualism, but spiritual*- 
ism entered largely into 'all Ijer schdnies 
afterwards. 

It must be_borne in mind that , there 
is no record df Madame Blavatsky hav- 
ing mentioned a word to anybody about- 
her journey to Tibet until she started' the 
Theosophical Society in 1875. • Subse-' 
quently, she discovered that* she was 
bowled out 'over this story. She had 
done much of the bowling herself, as 
liars usually do when they talk much and 
have not good memories. So she invents 
an entirely new story. She informs Mr. 
Sinnett that it.was in September .in 1856 
that she went into Tibet “for the first 
time;” Sfce wjjis smuggled in, in a suit- 
able disguise, by a solitary Shaman, who 
was her sole protector. She afterwards 
tells Mr. Sinnett that site left Tibet just 
before the Indian Mutiny broke out. 
That makes it about six months from 
the time she 'started to go to "Tibet from 
Kashmir, to climb the mos?L formidable 
mountains in the world, with “ olio soli- 
tary Shaman.” The mounfain^ from 
Kashmir to Tibet are absolutely impas- 
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sable in winter. Travell.efs tell us that 
in -summer it is' necessary to employ a 
large, number of ponies and scores of 
coolies to convey 'the necessary baggage 
for the journey, and* then it occupies 
.five or six weeks. The faithful have 
said.- that ho doubt the Mahatmas con- 
veyed her across the mountains miracu- 
lously. 1. cannot, of' course, disprove 
that,- but it is stranye that Madame 
should have amit-fed to mention such an 
important fact. 

The absolute proof, however, that 
Madame .Blavatsky was never in Tibet 
in her life is to l^e found in her descrip- 
tion of the country and its inhabitants. 

t 1 

She describes the Lamas as holy men, 
and says : “ They are miracles in 

themselves, as they show what a? deter- 
mined will and purity of life and purpose 
arc able tit accomplish, and to what 
degree of preternatural ' asceticism a 
human body can be* subjected and yet 
live and jeaoh a ripd old age.” 

All*the great explorers of the country 
Jell a very, different t^ile. The' manners 
■and cdstoms of the people can be summed 
3 * * 
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up in one *word — “beastly.” Maj^r 
George Pereira, who was in the country in 

the early part of this year (*912), says»that 
ninety per cent, of the people are thieves, 
an$l that immorality is general among 
them, even among the chief Lamas. 

Madame Blavatsky says t'hat she- saw 
processions of nuns and that some of 
them possessed marvellous psychological 
powers. There are no nuns in the. 
country. The women ure fjlthy in the ex- 
treme, and practise polyandry generally. 

In 1871 we find Madame Blavatsky 
in Cairo, conducting a spiritualistic 
society, but it did not^ last a fortnight. 
At one of her seances a stuffed glove 
that she had used for a spirit hand was 
found, with other contrivances, in the 
back fof the cabinet. The enraged 
audience nearly killed* her. She ex- 
plained this fiasco to Mr. Sinnett. “A 
madman,” she' says, •“ tried to shoot me ; 
he was possessed by a vile spook.” 

After the failure* of these schemes 
Madame was in very low water. She 
could not pay her debt's., and was 
obliged to borroyv money! • 7 Vt this 
' 32 



Madame blavatsky 

't\ — - — 

period spiritualism was rife in America. 
’.Several mediums Vere creating a great 
sensation with materialising stances. 

Presnm^bly Madame _ Blavatsky 
thought America would be the best 
fi_$ld for further exploits in the super- 
natural. She sailed as a steerage 
passenger .and arrived in Piew York in 
the summer-. of 1874. Sensational re- 
ports were appearing in the "papers of 
worfderful phen»me1ia produced by the 
Eddy Brothers, and as soon as she could 
possibly do so Madame Blavatsky pro- 
ceeded to Qhittenden to see the Eddy 
sho^v, and there sh$ met Colonel Olcott. 
He had been in the military police during 
the war and had received the honorary 
rank of Colonel. He was a solicitor by 
profession, and wrote articles for ‘the 
Press. He attended the Eddy show $.s 
the representative of the New York 
Sun.. Having politely offered Madame 
Blavatsky a fight for lTcr cigarette, he 
struck up aiyacquaintarice with her. She 
fascinated* him with her conversation, 
aryl they ^oori became* “ chummy,”, s^ 
much so 'that lie nicknamed her “ Jack,” 
c 33 



dfODERN “ THEOSOP //^” . 

and in her letters to him she signed her- 
self “Jack.”’ 

Madame became a constant visitor to 
the Eddy seances. r The Colonel inno- 
cently, but significantly, remarked that 
the manifestations became more wonder- 
ful after Madame Blavatsky became a 
visitor ; particularly when she held the 
medium’s hand, which the medium pre- 
ferred to the Colonel’s ! 

On one occasion the spirit volunteered 
to go to the grave of Madame's father 
and take from the breast of the corpse a 
buckle of a medal of honour which had 
been buried with him. When the light 
was struck, Madame was holding in 
her hand a curious buckle and -gazing 
upon it “in speechless wonder.” When 
she recovered sufficiently to speak, she 
explained that she recognised the buckle 
by certain peculiarities, and said it was 
put upon Her dead father’s breast with 
the medal of honour. This revolting 
manifestation created immense excite- 
ment and brought crowds to the stances. 
.But — alas ! — the Eddys shared the fate 
of all professional mediums ; they were 
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completely exposed, and they publicly 
confessed to the fraud. However, there 
yvere, mediums whp produced “genuine” 
materialisations, T and Madame became a 
frequent visitor to their .seances. * Th^y 
were Mr. and Mrs. Holmes, and their 
manifestation's were pronounced genuine 
by* some .of the most scientific men of 
the day, including .Robert Dale Owen, 
■who had written in glowing Perms about 
them. The spirit generally materialised 
was the well-known Katey King, whom 
Sir William Crookes photographed many 
times and from whose head he cut locks 
of hair. 

• This frafid succeeded for some time, 
but pi last it was exposed, ancl Katey 
King proved to be Eliza White. She 
confessed to the fraud and explained 
how the trick was. worked. The sh<»ck 
of the exposure was more than poor 
Robert Dale Owen • could' bear. He 
became insane, and for a time was con- 
fined in a lynafcic asylflm. 

Here* was another knock-down blow 
for Madame ‘Blavatskv, who dobbtle^s 
had been a coiffederate of the Holmes> 
35 
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Mr. Colenlan, a well-known spiritual- 
ist, stated that it was so, and R. B. 
Westbrook, LL.D., confirmed this • state- 
ment, and added that in a let|er-to Mrs. 
Holmes Madame had proposed "a 
partnership in the materialising business, 
with Colonel Olcott as manager, daim- 
ing that she, had psychologised him "so 
that he did not know his head from his 
heels. No doubt she had got .the 
Colonel fairly in her' ‘dutches, indeed lie 
has himself stated that he had to support 
her all the time she was in America. 

Up to this time it is pbvious that 
Madame acted the, part of a spirit 
medium pure and simple, in one sense! 
But no word about Mahatmas aYtvl the 
mighty mission she had received — “ to 
put down spiritualism ” — in 1856. 



CHAPTER III 


THE MIRACLE CLUB 

Finding that spirituaKsfh had brought 
her so much misfortune," Madame 
Blavatsky concocted a new scheme, and, 
with Colonel Olcott, started a “ Miracle 
Club ” under the auspices of the Brothers 
of Luxor, who were represented to be 
a brotherhood of .seven Indian adepts, 
said to p£/s$ess miraculous power. This 
\vas*liothing more than a spiritualist 
society under a new name. Madame 
indented the precipitation letter dftdge. 
Letters mysteriously came from thfcse 
brothers confrolling the affairs of the 
Club. These she £ener;flly favoured 
Colonel Olcott with, and drew sums of 
money froiv tht credufous old gentleman, 
but with till her craft and the tricks she 
h*id learned* from Hoyie, the med[ufu, 
she wasobligecfto engage spirit mediums' ' 
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f " holster up the Society. Still it made 
Do headway, the r&ison being that 
spiritualism had become a dead fetter,- 
owing to recent exposures. 

.Accordingly, 'a jneeting was called 
to consider the situation. It was held 
at Maclaine’s apartments on Sepie ru- 
ber 7, 187? It was decided -to thrO’w 

over spiritualism •altogether' and found 
a Theosophical Society. Several titles' 
were suggested. Matte, me proposed 
“ La Societe des Malcontents tlu Spiri- 
tisme.” Another member wished it called 
“ Egyptological Society,” but finally it' 
was decided jto name it the “ Theosophical 
Society.” Its tenets, however, '"vere very 
different from those of the present Society.- 
The- theory of reincarnation, which is 
the chief plank of the present Society, 
wa 4 ) left out altogether.- In fact, Madame 
did not appear to believe* in it, for in 
her book, /sis Unveiled , she says : “ Re- 
incarnation- is as fare as the’ teratological 
phenomena of a two-headed infant.” It 
is evident, therefore, that th'e Theo- 
sophical Society, was not* invented ; it 
.amply grew and adapted itself tocircutrl- 
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statists. It was found necessary, in 
India, to make reincarnation the chief 
planl^ in order to' catch Parsees and 
Brahmins. . : 

The last plank added.proyed ft) be a 
very wide net — wide ‘enough, in fact, to 
catch people 6f every denomination and 

creed. There is no talk now about 

• • 

putting down spirifujism ; Tn fact, the 
Javo cults are at present ■» coquetting 
affectionately. J predict a wedding in 
the near future. The fact is, since the 
Mahatmas have given up precipitating 
letters and ‘mending china, Theosophy 
has had to look to spiritualism for its 
miracles. ^"Mr. Sinnett does not now 
get information direct. In Madame 
Blavatsky’s time he used *to get pre- 
cipitated letters, unknown to her,/ and 
she was always njost anxious to kn£>w 
their contends. Innocent, inquisitive 
lady! As though »she didn't know 
all about thorn! Now the # Society is 
an “Univer^xl Brotherhood.” Jew, 
Gentile? jAormon, Shaker, or anybody 
else, can be^ » Theosophist. Alithatis 
necessary *is tu^subscribe to the Society 
39 
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and — “ Thur ’e bee,” as the faiMer 
said. 

Mrs. Besant describes 'the situation 
thus : “Not every Member of our' 
Society believes in the existence of the 

v * t 

Mahatmas. There! are many and many 
who are within the limits of the Society 
who have no knowledge and no belie! 
upon the stibject ; and it is. the rule of 
our Society that no declaration of faith 
shall be asked from gnypne who enters, 
save in the Brotherhood of Man, without 
distinctions that on the surface are set 
up. So that within the limits of the- 
Society you may have alike believer and 
non-believeh in the present existence or. 
past existence of these great Teachers." 

'Strange language this, from one who 
declared that “If there are no Mahatmas 
the,Theosophical Society is an absurdity.” 

But let us return to tho* formation of 
the Society. 

The precipitation of letters became 
very frequent, but they carpe from a new 
quarter — from Tibet, from Mahatmas 
who we^e much more powerful than the 
Brothers of Luxor. The.tp for the first 
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tim'd, the story of Maclaine’s wonderful 
visit to Tibet was* unfolded. Thus tho^e 
.minvculous beings the Mahatmas, Morya 
and Koot- Hooini*, came into existence. 
And what sublime beings tli^y aj-e ! 
Listen to Mrs. Besant, who generally 
alludes to them as “ The Masters ” : 1 — 
...“They aid in countless ways the 
progress ofhumanky-i.’ she says. “ From 
'the highest sphere they shell down light 
and life on alb .'he world, that may be 
taken up and assimilated, as freely as 
•the sunshine, by all who are receptive 
enough to take it in. As the physical 
wprlcl lives by th^ life of God focussed 
by the^'fli, so does the spiritual world 
livqr'oy that same life focussed by the 
Occult Hierarchy. . . . Next comes 
the great intellectual work, whert^n the 
Masters send ouUthought-forms, of high 

1 “Master M” is Mofya; “Master K. H. ” is 
Koot HoonTL Morya l«oks mpstly after the 
Theosophical Society, l^oot Hoomi chimes in 
occasionally* Mrs. Besant describes them as 
“ perfect* naen ” who have been reincarnated about 
eight hundred tijjies, occupying in the process about 
*,250,000 y^afs^... We are teJd they act as Guffdian 
Angels tb the Society. 
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intellectual power, to be caught up'd^.y 
mpn of genius, assi mi laced by them and 
given out to the world ;.on this level .also 
they send out their wishes- to their 
disfiple^, notifying them of the tasks to 
which they should set their hands.” 

Let us see how the Mahatmas notified 
their disciples pf the tasks to which they 
should set their •hruds, in 1875. The 
Society did hot flourish at first, but the 
horizon brightened wi. ;>.*» an eccentric 
Italian gentleman became a member. 
He called himself Bafoa de Palm and 
he professed to be very wealthy*., He 
said he was a^K night G.rand Cross Com- 
mander of the Sovereign Orctay pf'the 
Holy Sepulchre, Prince of the Rcfirtan 
Empire, and Chamberlain to H.M. King 
of Bavaria. He was soon taken ill and 
died* and by will he left the whole of his 
property to Colonel Olcott'in trust for 
the Society. 

Here was. a windfall ! According to 
Colonel Olcott’s computation,* it could 
not be less than .£20,000! Madame 
wag.equ&l to the grand occasion. She, 
pi once proposed a Pagan t unend, and- 
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mjjcli time and consideratioh were spent 
in drawing up 5. programme for tl}c 
procession which, she said, would be a 
grand advertisente’nt for the Society. 

The procession w^.s an immense suc- 
cess, and attracted an enormous crowd. 

I copy a description of the procession 
frt>m the. A T eiu York World, .to which the 
Editor added a little o^fcastic humour. 

. “ The procession will move in the 
following order- 

“^olonel Olcott as high priest, wear- 
ing a leopard-skin,’ and carrying a roll of 
papyrus (brown cardboard). 

♦ “Mr. Cobb sacred scribe, with 
styl(Ta.nd tablet. 

^'Egyptian mummy-case, borne upon 
a sledge drawn by four oxen, (Also a 
stave bearing a pot of lubricating oil.) 

“ Madame Blaratsky as chief mourtier, 
and also befirer of the sistrum. (She 
wilj wear a long lineVi garr/ient extending 
to the feet, find a girdfe aboat the waist.) 

“ Coloured* boy, carrying three Abys- 
sinian geese (Philadelphia chickens) to 
palace upon»tlte bier. 

• “ Vi£e-Presi3ent P'elt, with the e)sj of. 
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Osiris painted, on his left breast^' aijd 
carrying an asp (bought at a toy store 
on Eighth Avenue). 

“ Dr. Pancoast, singing an ancient 
Thebai/ dirge — ^ 

‘ Isis and Nepthys, beginning and end ; 

One more victim to Amenti we send : 

Pay we the fare, and let us not tarry, 

Cross the Sfyx Roosevelt. Street ferry/ 

“ Slaves in mourning gowns, carrying ^ 
the offerings and libation^, to consist of 
early potatoes, asparagus, roast beef, 
French pancakes, bock beer,, and New 
Jersey cider. 

“ Treasurer Newton* as chief of_ tile 
musician^ playing the double pfpe* 

“ Other musicians, performing s on 
eight-stringed harps, tom-toms, etc. 

“ Boys carrying a large lotus (sun- 
flower). 

“ Librarian F'assit, who will alternate 
with music by repeating the, lines be- 
ginning — 

4 Here Horus comes, I see the bbat > 

«» 

Friends, stay your flowing tears ; 

j .e’he soul of man r goGs th roug h 0 goat 
f In just three thousand years/ 
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“'At the temple the ceremony will be 
short and simple. The oxen will Jpe 
left .standing on/ the sidewalk, with a 
boy near by to prevent them goring the 
passers-by. Besides the T5eurgi't hyrpn, 
printed above in full, the Coptic national 
anthem wilT be sung, translated and 
adapted. to the occasion as follows : — 

‘Sitting Cynocephalus, up in a-»tree, 

I see yeu, and you see me. 

Riv(y full of crocodile, see his long snout ! 

lloist up the shadoof ai^d pull him right out.’” 

CQlane£ Olcott made a fine speech at 
the grave, and , everything passed off 
weirf but* when some members of the 
Society went to take an inventory 
of the Baron’s belongings they yfiound 
that he had but one box in the world, 
and that contained only two of Colonel 
"Olcott’s shifts with the stitched name- 
mark picked out. 

Now, I * consider 1 this most scurvy 
conduct pn the pari of the Mahatmas. 
Here was their cherished chela , who had 
# given seven^year^ her life to rifern, 
•who had •gone’tli rough the most sVyere 
45 



MODERN “ THE O SOPH T" 


ordeals of etirth, fire, air, and water for 
them, who had undertaken a mighty 
mission for them twenty-five years before, 
and yet they would i<ef trouble to send 
so much as a thought-form to save her. 
from appearing such a consummate ass. 

Do you think Mrs. Besant is jusf’fied 
in lavishing upon these rascals such ful 
some adulation ridicule this fiasco 

brought down upon poor Colonel Olcott* 
lost him his practice, -Tii'ch he said was 
worth ^ 2000 a year. All his clients 
left him. There is nc./loubt that up to 
this time he was the dupe oT Madame 
Blavatsky, but afterwards he appears to 
have thrown his lot in with her, and 
tried to make the best of a bad job. 

Some members of the Society who 
were present when the Baron’s box was 
opened state that besides the two shirts 
in it there was an old manuscript which 
Madame Blayatsky took possession of 
and from which uhe “ fabricated ” her 
book Isis Unveiled.' 

This fiasco ruined the prospect of the 
Society.- Madame ^tried » many artful 
dodg/es to keep it alive. On'oneocca* 
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Sion* .during a small meeting of the 
Society, a mysterious lady entered the 
room. She* was thickly veiled a?td 
strangely dressed!. She handed a letter 
to Madame Blavatsky, bowed, \md left 
the room without • speaking a word. 
3 +k^ was said to be a messenger from 
the Mahatmas. Some months after- 
wards a* member^ of the Society, Dr. 
^Westbrook, discovered thaUthis mysteri- 
visitor was an Irish servant. 
, Madame had promised her five dollars 
to Viiipersonate^/Jke fnessenger, but as 
she could mot get paid she exposed the 

fraud - . 

• • 
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MADAME BLAVATSKY AND COLONEL 

OLCOTT IN INDIA 

• 

There was .in India at this period an 
itinerant preacher named Dayanand 
Saraswati Swami. ileVas a Brahmin 
and quite an orator ; J,iis preaching. drew 
crowds wherever he went. It occurred , 
to Madame that it would be \mod*busi- 

o # i, 

ness if they* could induce him tq Join 
them arad start a Society in India. 
Accordingly, Madame wrote to Him, * 
statirtg that she represented a Society 
numbering many thousands of members, 
— among them she mentioned the names 
of many scientists in England and- 
America, — and she proposed a scheme 
to him. Colonel Olcott enclosed the 
following note : — 

A.V enerated Teacher,- -A jiumber of 
Anyerican and othqr students,- who earn- 
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estiy seek after , spiritual, •'knowledge, 
place themselves at your feet, and pray 
you to enlighten them.” 

The result of this correspondence was 
that a meeting was proposed in India, 
and -early in 187 9 Madame Blavatsky, 
•Colonel Olcott, and two members of 
the Society went »to .India and met 
Qayanand. 

• Madame, I presume, tried to impress 
him with her supernatural power, but 
Dayanand was too" cute for her. He 
denounced the party as tricksters, de- 
clarjng.that their performances were due 
to mesmerism, prearrangement, and 
conjuring. Colonel Olcott denounced 
f)ayanand as a “ humbug.” * ► 

Things now looked black, but there 
was yet slight hop # e. Mr. Sinnett, the 
Editor of the Allahabad Pioneer , was a 
spiritualist. The Colonel communicated 
with him, informing him* of the wonder- 
ful phenomena, occurring in Madame's 
presence.’ The result was an invitation 
to Mr. Sinne£t’sTouse v Madame stayed 
there severalweek&but.Mr. Sinnett was 
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very disappqinted whit her tricks ;j'Ke 
says she did nothing but some table- 
rapping. 

This proves that-- Madame’s. ability 
as a medi.’im ,was very limited unless • 
she had the opportunity to prepare 
the room and was able iO employ ac- 
complices. These matters the Colonel 
arranged for -her. • A bungalow was 
taken, and Madame was fortunate in 
securing the help cC. Mr. and Mrs. 
Coulomb. Madame had known Mrs. 
Coulomb in Egypt. -.Her husband was 
a handy man ; they were just the.couplb 
to suit Madame. 

The trio set to work. They pre- 
pared the ceilings of the rooms so 
that letters would come floating down 
when required ; they prepared, a 
cabinet from which letters to the 
Mahatmas would disappear and ’ in 
which replies would arrive. Articles 
placed in> the Cabinet would disappear; 
broken china placed in if would be 
miraculously mended. Mahatmas were 
ccfhsed to be seen in the garden in the 
gloaming, and they would mysteriously 
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disappear. These were . rhany other 
manifestations. 

Tfjese tricks created the greatest 
Sensation, and Ms Sinnett wrote such 
glowing articles about .them that the 
Society for Psychical Research con- 
sidersd it nectfssary to investigate them, 
g.nd accordingly arranged for Dr. Hodg- 
son to go to, Jndia tor th« purpose. He 
Vias fortunate in finding Mf. and Mrs. 
Coulomb sick of Viading a life of decep- 
tion, and being unfairly treated by some 
officials who were left in charge of the 
Society during Madame Blavatsky’s ab- 
sence they made a clean breast of the 
whole fraud. They explained every- 
thing, explained how the bungalow had 
been prepared for the tricks, and pro- 
duced a number of independent witnesses 
to support their .statements, includi«g 
tradespeople Srom whom articles had 
been purchased for the frauds. 

Dr. Hodgson also secured a large pile 
of incrimipatijig letters written by 
Madame* ,-Blavatsky. Some of ..them 
were of extraordinary length, covering 
several »sheets yi fqolscap. These 
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letters Mrs.* JBesant declares to -be for- 
geries. * Writing experts have said, that 
it is utterly impossible for' the letters to 
ha\«; been forged, toVaming, as they do,' 
e\ery peculiarity of Madame’s hand 7 
writing, spelling, and composition . 1 But 
all this evidence is as nothing toJVIrs. 
Besant. She does not require expert- 
evidence. She. simply shqps her ’ eye$, 
and in righteous indignation exclairpsy 
“ Forgery ! ” 

What blind faith ! 

I will not trouble the readef'with 
details of this great exposure, as it was 
commented upon in the Press at the 
time, and the Society for Psychical 
Research has published a most exhaus- 
tive- report.' After this complete ex- 

All the Mahatma letters published by the 
Theosophical Society have Seen greatly edited both 
in phrasing and spelling : the originals are exactly 
like Madame Bl^vatsky^s. Nearly all the remark- 
able peculiarities of ?Madame’s spelling of English 
words are found in the original letters from the 
Mahatmas, such as “ vanted*” fqr “vaunted,” 
“profond” for “profound,” “ ftiontain ” for 
“m&unjain,” “skeptic” for “sceptic, and many 
more. The reason ,£=*«•« ^this (fditi«g must be qb- 
vious to all. 
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po$ure the Theosophical Society nearly 
collapsed ; and Undoubtedly it* wouW 
Jiav^ ceased to^e^ist but for the strange 
conversion, of Mr:*# Besant, which I will 
deal with presently. 



CHAPTER V 

MRS. BESANT’S CONVERSION 

« * * 

Now that the mantle .of Madame 

Blavatsky h'as fallen upon Mrs. Besanfr, 
we are justified in inquiring into her 
history, to ascertain whether her preach- 
ing should be accepted or rejected. But 
I should mention that Mrs. .Besant’s 
mantle does not resemble Madame 
Blavatsky ’s in the least. Instead 1 of a- 
greasy old blouse, the front covered .with . 
cigarette ash', Mrs. Besant wears, when 
upon the platform, an elegant costume. 
It consists of a robe ,of soft white silk 
richly draped with ver^ heavy gold 
fringe. The Jrontds embroidered with 
theosophic design^ in gold. *\Vith a pair 
of property wings ‘‘'added, »’t \YOuld.make 
an ideal dress for a stage archangel. 
Mr$! Besant, wither beautiful white 
hair and lovely robe^lftakes a very im- 
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peeing- picture, ^at a distance. But, 
joking apart, I wiH endeavour to be quite 
fair Jo the good lady. I fear I am in- 
clined to be a little sarcastic, as I do not 
believe a bit in her preaching. 

; The life of Mrs. liesant has been an 
/i'nte.esting study to me from the time 
.she resided in my native town, Chelten- 
ham. Before the*birth»of Her child she 
«was apparently a most devout Christian. 
Her husband w<vs a clergyman, a brother 
of Sir Walter Besant. He was an 
‘estimable gentlenlkh, much respected. 
He held an important appointment as 
Master of the Cheltenham College. 

The first surprise Mrs. ’Besant gave 
us .was her sudden abandonment of 
motherhood. She left her home,, hus- 
band, and infant, and joined the Free- 
thought Society, in London. She jhen 
became a rabid Atheist, and poured 
scorn and ridiculo upon Christ and 
Christianity with all the vehemence and 
eloquence at, her command. She also 
joined the Socialist movement and be- 
came a perfect firebrand in \ that 
direction.- 
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Undoubtedly the most regrettable 
incident of her life was* the part she took 
in the publication of file Fruity of. 
Philosophy, one of ‘<fche most obscene 
pamphlets ever printed. 

Doubtless Mrs. Besant thought she 
was conferring a great Boon on poor, 
women with large families, but .the least * 
consideration gi\«en would have convinced 
her of the pernicious effect the bool? 
would have, being placed within the 
reach of every boy and girl, at sixpence 1 
a copy. 

Before she joined Madame Blavatsky 
it became evident that. Mrs. Besant was 
becoming dissatisfied with the life into 
which sli'e had drifted. Her lectures 
upon. Atheism and Socialism became 
fewer and less vehement. I saw s. 
chacge coming over her, but I was not 
prepared for an extraordinary gymnastic 
display. She suddenly turned a com- 
plete somersault, Sind with 'one bound 
jumped from AtheiSm to the balderdash, 
claptrap, and hanky-panky of Blavatsky- 
ism. 

And what was the/* cause pf this 

• 5 <» 1 



MRS: BE SANT'S CONVERSION 


mysterious acrobatic feat ?• ' Simply the 
reading of a boob, The Secret Doctrine , 
by Madame Blavatsky. Mrs. Besant 
merely, read it. *he did not jston- to 
inquire whether the work was original 
or a hash of Eastern dogmas — which it 
has rhice been proved to be. Sanscrit 
scholars have proved that it is full of 
plagiarisms in s«me places’ they have 
Sound whole pages copied ttodily, with a 
little alteration in the text. 

Mrs. Besant considers that of no 
consequence. She says : “ What is new 
in the book is not what has been found 
by Orientalists, and may be pointed to 
as in one or another sacred book of 


the world. What is new is the know- 
ledge which enabled her to select from 
tfre whole of these facts which build up 
a single mighty conception of the evolu- 
tion of the universe.” She goes on to 
say that Madame .Blavatsky had no 
education to enable lfer to* accomplish 


this feat. H§re Mrs. Besant does not 
speak correctly. Madame Blavatsky 
was an exceedingly clever wonmn\and 


■ possesasd .great^iiteraVy ability. 
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many years^ she contributed articles # ito 
the Russian Press, and she picked up a 
fair knowledge of Sanscrit, quite enpugh 
to enable her to* plagiarise Eastern 
dogmas. Mrs. # Besant further argues 
that no Orientalist had ever accomplished 
such a task. I opine thaf it wouli not 
have been worth while for any Orientalist, 
to attempt* it, unlessdie had wished to 
fabricate a iTew religion out of scraps of- 
old ones. 

No, no, Mrs. Besant ! Your argu- 
ments are very clevSr, but they will not 
hold water. Madame Blavatsky w.as no ' 
inspired saint. I feaj - you do not.know 
as much about her as I do. She* was- 
almost as clever with her pencil as .with 
her *pen, and she pretended that her 
sketches were inspired. Do you know 
th;wt, when she was lodging at an hotel, 
she made a great sensation by leaving 
drawing materials upon the table when 
she retired ^br th\: night, anvf finding ex- 
quisite sketches of spirit .forpis in dia- 
phanqus drapery upon the 'papers in 
the*rn«rning ? She was# suspected and 
watched Ly four gentlejsien, who^aw her" 
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gst up in the night and 'execute the 
sketches. 

I # will give the account of Mrs. Besant’s 
conversion to Theosophy as she hecself 
tqlls it. After reading % The Secret 
Doctrine , she sought an interview with 
'the r.’Jthor, arM was completely captivated 
by. her. Mrs. Besant proposed to join 
•the Society, The crafty old Madame 
«Blavatsky, seeing the impression she had 
produced, resolved to a clever move to 
■inspire confidence. She fixed her eyes 
on Mrs. Besant and said, “Have you 
read t the report about me by the Society 
for Psychical Research ? ” 

“.No,” said Mrs. Besant, “ I never 
hea/d of it.” 

Madame replied, “Then go and. read 
i£, and if after reading it you come back — 
well.” 

Mrs. Besaait took a copy home and 
read it. She says* “ I ^laughed aloud 
at the absardity, ana* flung the report 
aside witlj righteous'scorn of an honest 
nature .that knew its own kin when it 
met them, anc^ shrank from the fou3 ness 
of a li(j: M • 
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Mrs. Besapt went back to Madame 
Blavatsky and literally flung herself into 
her arms. After the embrace, Madame, 

f « . ■ 

looking into Mrs.* I^esant’s eyes, said 
solemnly, “/You are a noble woman. 
May Master bless you ! ” 

Such was the conversion of «JYIrs: 
Besant. Was ever blind faith more, 
clearly exemplified ? ..But was there not 
something behind the blind faith? We 
shall see. 

The conversion of Mrs. Besant was so 
strange and suddeil that many believed 
Madame had hypnotised hei'. That is ■ 
the most charitable explanation, apd not 
an impossible one, for without a doubt. 
Madame Blavatsky possessed hypijotic 
power to a large degree. I remember 
an incident which clearly proves it. Sl\e 
wasj conversing with a mervous gentle- 
man whom she wanted* to join the 
Society, and being. in a playful mood, 
she rolled up her handkerchief and threw 
it upon the floor, *saying .thaj it was a 
venomous snake. The gentlepian ran 
awaf from it in great ter/or, and it was 
some time before f he cojald be. coavincedf*' 
6c r ' * 
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that he had not seen a sna^k'e. We also 
hear that when Madame was m Paris 
in 1858 she experimented in hypnotism, 
.and Dayanancl £>draswati said that 
she practised hypnotism. *She her§elf 
boasted that she had so much control 
•over^Colonel Olcott that he did not know 
his head from his heels. 

Hypnotism may accoijnt for the extra- 
ordinary influence and fascination which 
Madame Blavat>sky was able to exercise 
•over some people, and yet she was one 
•of the most repulsive women one can 
imagine. * A -glance at the excellent 
sketqh of her in this pamphlet will show 
that she had the appearance of being a 
grcps, vulgar, sensual adventuress. (She 
turned the scale at 17 stone.) .The 
enormous ring upon her hand, she said, 
possessed magical power. She had an 
enormous appetite, consuming vast quan- 
tities of fat meat, although her doctrine 
teaches tlTat it is a tleadly sin to eat 
meat. SJie J?ad an* insatiable love for 
tobacco, And was seldom seen without a 
cigarette in her mouth. Her language 
•at times was too bad for publication. 
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This description may be considered 
an exaggeration, and so to confirm it l ' 
will quote a description of Madame 
Blayatsky by Mabel ^Collins, . who was 
for a tfme her intimate associate and 
co-Editor of the theosophical print-, 
Lucifer. Miss Collins says : — 

“ She tau ght me one great lesson. . I 
learned from her how foolish, how: 

‘ gullible,’ how easily flattered human, 
beings are, taken eii mcsse. Het con- 
tempt for her kind was on the same 
gigantic scale as everything glse, about • 
her, except her marvellously delicate 
taper fingers. In all else she was a big 
woman. She had a greater power over 
the weak and credulous, a greater 
capacity for making black appear white, 
a larger waist, a more voracious appetite, 
a more confirmed passion for tobacco, a 
more ceaseless and insatiable hatred of 
those whom she thought to be her 
enemies, a greater disrespect for les 
convenances, a worse temper, a greater 
command of bad language, anda,greater 
conteirfp^ for the intelligence of her 
fellow-beings than* I had ever. supposed.’ 
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•pt^sible to be contained in' one person. 
Tliese, I suppose,, must be reckoned as 
her vices, though whether a creature so 
• indifferent, to all Ordinary standards, of 
■ right and wrong can be l\eld to have 
virtues or vices I kndw not.” 

• It. is almost-impossible to account for 
.Mrs. Besant’s sudden infatuation for 
such" a creature. *Her friends were up 
-in arms about it ; she was h*great loss to 
the Free-thought Society. Everything 
possible was done to get her to recon- 
•sidfcr the., matter. The seriousness of 
allying bdVselt- with a woman who had 
been, proved a gross impostor, by evi- 
dence absolutely irrefutable* was pointed 
out; but Mrs. Besant turned a deaf ear 
to all evidence and advice. The. fact 
\yas, she wanted a change, and here was 
the very thing to suit her. 

Mrs. Besant had the reputation of 
being an honest, .misguided woman, 
always striving to benefit, her fellow- 
creatures j biyt, unfortunately, she usually 
did the^n' great harm. I shared that 
opinion of h k er at the time, her 

actions, since Vien lAwe revealed the 
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fact that wkat has Jed her into these 
strange^paths can be Gummed up in. one 
word Vanity. She has a£n irresistible 
desire to be “in the Jimelight,” to be in' 
a position ta display her marvellous t?ift 
of speech. 
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CHAPTER VI 

“THEOSOPHY” IN LONDON 

At a small --meeting iiT ^a house in 
Avenue Roacl (Madame felavatsky’s 
headquarters when she was trying to 
■ start a Society in London) a friend of 
mine, put \sfew pertinent questions to 
lier. - 

“Tell me, Madame,” said he, “how 
do the Mahatmas exist in these /nacces- 
•sible* places, and how do they emplqy 
their time there?” 

‘She replied : “ They require but 
little sustenance.# A few herbs sorwe- 
times are all that is necessary. Their 
time, is spent mostly in .studying the 
secret forces of Nature— electricity, 
astronomy, •chetnistry— and in prayer.” 

“But ,’ 4 said my friend, “can i you 
show me that i^ey have added In any 
way to’’oiir knowledge of electricity, 
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astronomy, 1 chemistry, or any other 
science r 

She replied: “The* result of , their 
studies' will be ma3e manifest, in’ due' 
time. The wqrld is not yet prepared 
for such knowledge.” 

My friend persisted, and said But 
why do they shut themselyes up in 
mountain fastnesses?- You -tell us that 
all Eastern philosophers were Mahatmas, 
but they came amongst their disciples 
and preached their own doctrines. They, 
did not employ a lady to preach for them. 
Even our old friend Diogenes- came out 
of his tub sometimes, and said some wise 
things.’’ 

Madame replied : “ There is* too. 

mirch sin in towns and cities. These 
holy men cannot endure to be near -if. 
The sacred city of Lhasa is the only 
city in the world where these holy men 
can visit and ( preach to their disciples.” 

Then she described thd beauties of 
the sacred city. * Vice^wa? unknown 
there ; it was a paradise of purity and 
holiness. The wily old lady thought th^s 
a safe venture End that her statement 
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•would never be refuted. '"Because no 
European had f6r many years be^n 
allowed to approach the sacred city. 
She reckoned without Tommy .Atkins. 
A . few years ago Tomijiy <vas ordered 
tcf Lhasa, and he got there in spite of 
g,ll opposition. And what did he find ? 
One of the filthiest places on the face 
of the earth. Tke poef degraded in- 
habitants were loathsome in fhe extreme, 
and as Tommy went through the muddy 
Streets he was obliged to hold his nose, 
fhe sttxTcb was so » great. Colonel 
Younghuskanct thought it prudent to 
encamp a mile or pi ore outside the city 
for fear of infection. 

I was curious to see what Mrs. Besant 

• 

would say when these dispatches arrived. 
Would she shut her eyes again and in 
jrighteous indignation cry, “Forgeries*!” 
Or would she* openly say, “ We have 
been deceived by Madame Blavatsky. 
Tibet is ndt as it was represented. 
There are* no *MahatiTias there ! ” 

She did’ neither, but was mum. No 
allusion of any kind was made K> <his 
damning evidence. 
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I : 

Madame Blavatsky fixed the abode of 
the Mahatmas in the Kashmir Pa'ss. 
Mrs. Besant says t the>y reside , neaf 
Suigatse. Let us Sfee what Mr. Rock- 
hi-11, the famous t explorer of Tibet, has to' 
say on the matter. Mr. Rockhill has 
given us more information about-' 'the 
country and its inhabitants .than -any . 
other traveller ; he has had the great 
advantage ' of knowing the language 
thoroughly. He was 'tor many years 
Secretary of the United States Legation, 
at Peking, during which time hO’ made 
the acquaintance of an old Lama,. with' 
whom he studied th§ language for four 
years. .He was also a good Chinese 
linguist. Mr. Rockhill disguised .him-, 
self- as a wealthy Chinaman and, with 
the necessary escort, he was received by 
th-fe Lamas favourably,. He was enter' 1 
tained at some of the largest Lamaseries 
and thus obtained much information. 
He spent some time in thb neighbour- 
hood of Shigatse,*and made friends with 
a Chinese tea-traveller who knew the 
country like a book,, Mr. RockhiH 
made special inquiries as to whether 
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there were any such 'persons as 
Mahatmas in* the country, and was 
laughed at greatly. The idea was so 
absurd. 

Bat what is all this evidence to Mys. 
Besant ? Madame "Bfavatsky’s word 
against the world. Colonel. Olcott dis- 
played more candour. He knew that 
Madame*Blavatsky lied, qnd he admitted 
it. He said : “ I have heard her tell 
the most connecting stories about her- 
self.” But he tried to excuse her by 
sugge~€ , ’+''7 that she might be a dual 
personality. -(She had certainly bulk 
enough for two.) The Colonel’s idea 
.was. that she was a Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hycje : atone time she was a “fibbing 
Russian woman ” ; at another, an inspired 
.Mahatma. 

Mrs. Besant has recently told us tl^it 
Jesus is now* reincarnated and lives in 
the mountains of Lebanon ! It is quite 
possible there is a Pigott there, or, what 
is most likely, „a poor elemented creature 
who believes himself to be Jesus; such 
persons are common objects pf . our 
lunatic asylums*. But.»Mrs. Besant has 
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capped this story with r one that I think- 
she must have told to test how far tbe 
credulity of her disciples \yiil go. Those 
who believe it are upfit to have control 
of, their finapces. I will give it in Mrs. 
Besant’s own words : — 

“ Long, long ago, he >?ho is now. the 
Master K. H. (Koot Hoomi) was takep 
prisoner in’ a battle with ap Egyptian 
army and -whs generously befriended 
and sheltered by an Egyptian of • high 
rank. Thousands of years later, help 
is needed for the nascent Tlyxwphical 
Society, and the Mastery lobking over 
India for one to aid in the great work, 
sees his old ’friend of the Egyptian. and 
other lives, now Mr. A. P. Sinnett, 
editjng the leading Anglo-Indian news- 
paper, the Pioneer. Mr. Sinnett goes,, 
as^usual, to Simla ; Madame Blavatskyl 
goes up thither to form ihe link ; Mr. 
Sinnett is drawn within the immediate 
influence of file Master, receives instruc- 
tion from him, becomes ^the^author of 
the Occult World and of JEsoteric 
Buddhism , carrying to thousands the 
message of Theosophy. 
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. *tThis is the stuff given for the 
delectation of • thousands who fill the 
•large Queen’s Hall to overflowing. 
.•Pool* old impostor Madame Blavatsky 
.nev.eF- -achieved sucft success with all her 
ly.ing and cunning, f&r she clied a com- 
paratively poor woman, on May 8, 
1891. Thus ended the career of the 
greatest impostor in history.. Had she 
turned her great talent t d abetter use she 
would have feud that “ Honesty is the 
best policy.” 
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OHAPJER VII 

A FIGHT FOR THE PRESIDENCY 

Immediately after the death of' Madame 
Blavatsky most instructive fight took 
place for the Presidency Mr. W. (X 
Judge, the Vice-President who cohtrollecj 
the American branch of the Society: 
cabled: “Do nothing till >\ come. 1 ’ 
With all speed he came to London and 
took possession of M’adame Blavatsky’^ 
room and keys. From her desk., he 
secured the Chinese paper, envelo'pes, 
coloured pencils, and seal with which 
Madame fabricated the Mahatma letters, | 

anft at once made use of them. ’ 

% 

Mr. Judge proposed to Mrs. Besant 
that the Presidency should ( ke divided 
between himself and her. Poor old 
Colonel Olcott, the nominal President, 
whorn Madame Blavatsky had* ruined, 
was to 'be kickec^ out ^together. He* 
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Wts considered too old to be of any 
seVvice to the Society, and he # was at 
times too candid in his statements. 

It was proposed, to consult the 
Mahatma Morya. ' Accordingly a letter 
was written to him ?md put in the 
.Usual cabinet, from which letters dis- 
appeared by psychic means. This 
’letter dfd not disappear, and so, after 
it had remained there'* §ome hours, 
TVlr. Judge suggested that it should be 
.opened, as frequently Mahatmas pre- 
ripiltated their replies inside the letter. 
Accordingly the letter was opened, and 
to Mrs. Besant’s utter astonishment there 
was the word “ Ves ” written upon the 
letter in red pencil in Moryfi’s hand- 
writing. 

A meeting of the Council was called 
to consider the matter. Mrs. Besant 
presided, and ^*ften arranging her papers, 
found amongst them a slip of Mahatma 
paper with. the words written upon it, in 
red pencil, “Judge^s plan is right.” 
This a Is?) was in the unmistakable 
handwriting of Morya and bore his^seal, 
•one of a very peculiar design, with the 



MODERN “ THEOSOPHY 


monogram “ M ” upon it, standing for 
Morya. 

•Letters were also found by Mrs. Besant 
in various places, jiast^tis they had been - 
found in Madame Blava'tsky s' time. 
Mrs. Besant was* iip ecstasy. Mere was 
abundant proof of the e.'ystence of the. 
Mahatmas, the first she had ever had. ' 
A meeting, was held at the *HaH of* 
Science on August 30 after Madame’s 
death, at which Mrs. Besant made the 
following historic speech, which Created, 
the greatest excitement : — 

“ You have known me in thi.s*I lall- for 
sixteen and a half years. You have 
never known'me tell a lie. (‘ No, never,’" 
and loud cheers.) I tell you that sgice 
Madame Blavatsky left I have had letters 
in the same handwriting as the letters 
which she received. Unless you think 
th^T dead persons can wiv.e^ surely that is 
a remarkable fact. You are surprised ; I 
do not ask yog to believe me but I .tell 
you it is so. All the evidence 1 had of the 
existenceof Madamt Blavatsky^s teachers 
of the so-called abnormal powers came 
throggA her. It is not so now. Unless 
even sense can at^the sajne time deceive ' 
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shp', unless a person can at the same 
time be sane and ‘insane, I have* exactly 
the same certainty for the truth of the 
'statSrrTents I have made as I know that 
you are'diere. I refuse to be ’ false to 
the knowledge of n>y mtellect and the 
^perceptions of my reasoning faculties.” 

. Mahatma letters were forwarded to 

* * 

•Colonel "Olcott, wjao was in India. But 
the Colonel was not to* be had. He 
knew all about Mahatma letters and 
•Chinese paper ; and as for the seal, why, 
he hinwadf had had it cut in Punjab and 
hacTgiveTT it io Madame Blavatsky “as 
a playful present,” he said. 

Mrs. Besant had a most convenient 
vision. “ Mahatma Morya,” she said, 
“appeared to her and informed her that 
he did not write the messages, they were 
written by Mr. Judge.” This statement 
was supporte^WSy the fact that Mr. Judge 
could get possession of the paper and 
seal. Tfisy had bc*en ' in Madame’s 
desk, and Mi*. Judga had had the key. 
It was ^decided to probe the matter to 
the bottom. 

A Judicial Gcynmittjje was summoned 
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to try Mr. Judge. Mrs. Besant, dressed 
as a Mahatma, presided. A question of 
jurisdiction was raised by Mr. Judge, 
and his plea was sustained by the Council 
of .the Society. His plea was that, even 
if guilty of the misuse of the Mahatmas’s 
names ancb handwriting; he was not 
amenable to an inquiry by the Judicial 
Committee, as the offence would have 
been committed by him as a private 
member and not in his official capacity. 
The Council also passed a resolution to 
the effect that a statement as to t-bc truth 
or otherwise of at least one of the charges 
as formulated against Mr. Judge \\ould 
involve a declaration on their part as to 
the existence or non-existence of ..the 
Mahatmas, and that would be a violation 
of the spirit of neutrality and of the 
unvectarian nature and constitution of 
the Society. 

The Judicial Council, however, dis- 
cussed all these points, and considered 
the whole matter most seiyousjy. Mrs. 
Besant then, as Mahatma President, de- 
livered judgment in the following words : 

“I regard Mr., Judgeuas an- occultist, 
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possessed of . considerable * knowledge, 
and. animated by a. deep and unswerving 
devotion to* the ^Tlieosophical Society. 
I believe that he* has often «received 
direct messages from the .Masters and 
from their Chelas, guiding and helping 
'h im iu his work. I believe* that he has 
sometimes received messages for other 
people in q\\g or mother c^f tlfe ways that 
J. will mention in a moment, but not by 
direct writing by the Master nor by his 
'direct precipitation ; and that Mr. Judge 
’has thteri believed himself to be justified 
in writing down in the script adopted by 
H. 1?. B. (Madame Blavatsky) for com- 
munications from the Master, the mes- 
sage psychically received, and in giving 
it to the person for whom it was intended, 
leaving that person to wrongly assume 
that it was a direct precipitation or sit- 
ing by the Master himself — that is, that 
if was done through. Mr. Judge, but done 
by the Master. 

“ Now, p^sonall)^ I hold that this 
method, is illegitimate, and that no one 
should simulate a recognised . Meriting 
•which is regarded as authoritative when 
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it is authentic. And bv authentic. I mean 
directly written or piecipitated by. the 
Master himself. If a message is con- 
sciously written, it should be so stated: 
if automatically written, it should be so 
stated. At least, so it seems to me. It 
is important that the very small part 
generally played by the Masters in th,ese 
phenomena should be understood, so 
that people may not receive messages as 
authoritative merely on the ground of 
their being in a particular script. Ex- 
cept in the very rarest instances, the 
Masters do not personally write letters 
or directly precipitate communications. 
Messages may be sent by them to those 
with whom they can communicate! by 
external voice, or astral vision, or psychic 
word, or mental impression, or in other, 
ways. If a person gets a message which 
he believes to be from the Master, for 1 
communication to anyone else, he is 
bound in honour not to add to that 
message any extraneous ..circumstances 
which will add weight to it in the recipi- 
ent’s eyes. I believe that Mr. Judge 
wrote with his own hand, consciously or ' 
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automatically I <lo not know, in the 
script adopted as that of the 'Master, 
messages whi<*h he received from the 
Master or from Chelas ; and* I know 
that, in my own case^J Relieved that the 
messages he gave me in the well-known 
,’s'c'ript were mesSSges directly*precipitated 
.or ^irectjy written by the Master. When 
I publicly rajd tlmt I ha^ received after 
id. P. Blavatsky’s death letters in the 
writing H. P. Blavatsky had been ac- 
cused of forging, I referred to letters 
'given *iu me by Mr. Judge, and as they 
wer.e in -the "well-known script I never 
dreamt of challenging their source. I 
‘know now that they were not written or 
precipitated by the Master, and that 
they were done by Mr. Judge, but I 
'also believe the gist of these messages 
was psychically received, and that Mr. 
Judge’s error* day in giving them to me 
in a script written by himself and not 
saying that? he had done so I feel bound 
to refer feo tl*ese letfers thus explicitly, 
because* having been myself mistaken, *1 
in turn misled the public.” 

It must be admitted* that as a Judicial 
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Ruling this one “ takes the Cake.” Portia 
must take a back seat. Mrs. Bes&nt, 
however, must be credited with having 
executed one of the cleverest strategical 
moves ever device'' 1 .; whether this display 
of stratagem will add to her reputation, I 
will leave the reader to cfecide. 

This ruling quite satisfied all the 
members of the Committee who, like Mrs. 

Besant, were anxious that the Society 

• * 

should not be broken up and their oc- 
cupation taken tiway, but one or tw« 
honest men left the Society m disgust, 
and but for them we should probably 
have heard nothing of the disgraceful 
affair. They exposed the whole business 
in the Westminster Gazette , from which 
paper I have taken much of the above 
report. Mr. Judge was most indignant 
at" Mrs. Besant’s ruling, and in his 
capacity as Senior Vice-President of 
the Society issued ‘ the following mani- 
festo : — 

“ I declare Mrs.' BesanC’s headship at 
an end.” 

Mr. Judge gave three reasons for this 
declaration : — 
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• ( i ) Mrs. Besant has practised witch- 

•cra&.and tried her weird spelfs, hgf 
‘psychic experiments,’ on Mr. Judge 
and others. 

. • “'(2) Mrs. Besant h^ prorrounced oife 
of ‘the letters of the Mahatma, which was 
, precipitated in afT* orthodox ntanner and 
■ptiss^d on to Mr. Sinnett, ‘a fraud by 
H. P. B. herself, made up*. entirely, and 
-not from the Master.’ If that letter be 
a' fraud, then all the rest sent through 
oi!ir old teacher are the same. 

' “ (*4) 'M rs. Besant, in league with a 
TIindp named Chakra varti and others, has 
quite flooded the Society with documents 
from phantasmal Mahatmas and 0 ‘ black 
magicians.’ They had all sorts of letters 
sent me from India, with pretended 
nfegsages from the Master. The plot 
exists among the black magicians, who-' 
e^er war againsft'the white.” 

Mr. Judge threatened tO t establish a 
aew Society lft opposition to Mrs. Besant, 
under the apspiwes of American Mahat- 
mas, but .all his threats and cursings 
produced no more effect than those '“of 
th*e Cardinal in* • “ Tin# Jackdaw of 
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Rheims.” No one was. a p^nny 'the 
worse. To avoid further exposure, -the 
quarrel was hushed up. 4 The ma<dc of 
M rs. Besant's tonguf and the fluent pens- 
of Mr. Sinnett, J\Ir. Leadbeater, and- 
others financially interested kept the 
Theosophical Society^tilive. The ek'-, 
posure of this disreputable affair was no,t 
as effective as it ought t,o , have beeri, 
inasmuch as it appeared in a series -pf 
articles which did not reach some sections 
of the Society, as a complete, concise, and 
cheap report in pamphlet foriri would 
have done, and which -I intencf. this 
pamphlet shall do. 

Mrs... Besant’s chief scheme is to re- 
concile Christianity with her Theosophy. 
She asserts that Christ was a Mahatma, 
and, like Satan, she quotes Scripture in 
support of her argument. To connect 
the atheism of Buddhism - to the sublime 
doctrine of Christianity would be a 
miracle far. beyond her power, arid the 
power of all the ‘Mahatmas £he can in- 
* vent. 

L'hfive been able to do little more than 
touch the fringe of the history- and im- 
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postures of, Myidarme Blavatsky within 
thelimit of a pamphlet. An exhaustive 
account would fill a Wge volume. To 
those who desire to look further Into th*e 
subject, I advise an, impartial perus'al 
of the investigations of Dr. Hodgson, 
published by the Society for Psychical 
Research, also Mr. Arthur Liljie’s work, 
l\f a dame Blnwitskp and her “ Theosophy ,” 
"published by Swan Sonnenschein & 
Co. Mr. Lillie, as a student of Eastern 
.literature, has attacked Madame Blavat- 
sky fpr hgr plagiarisms laboriously and 
has given "extracts side by side with the 
books* she copied. . Mr. Lillie has also 
"proved that the Mahatma letters were 
written by Madame Blavatsky, for he 
l^as pointed out certain peculiarities* of 
her composition and spelling in them. 

In writing this pamphlet I have found 
Kir. Lillie’s w6rk of great service, as a 
book of reference, for 1 date§ and extracts 
■from publications, saving much time and 
trouble in referring to original documents., 

At present the general public look 
ypon the Theosophical Society as a small 
community’ of crailks beheath notice. I 
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trust, however, this small brochure will 
show the insidious nature of the doctrine 
and the necessity of checking its spread. 
Should d succeed iiv doing this, and in 
creating a desire for further exposures, I ' 
will issue an enlarged edition of this 
pamphlet, In which I Vvill explain how;- 
all the flap-doodle miracles recorded by 
Mr. Sinnett and others could have been 
accomplished by a tyro in conjuring. 

I expect much abuse from Theo- 
sophists for attacking a dead woman, but 
when the misdeeds of the dead are 
injuring the living, those misdeeds 
should be attacked with every possible 
weapon. Apart from this fact, Madame 
Blavatsky has a rare champion in Mrs. 
Beoant, who can defend her far better 
than she could defend herself in life. 
Doubtless Mrs. Besant will defend her 
in the usual way, by fihe' phrases and 
verbosity upon the ‘platform, but will she 
attempt to disprove the charges I have 
brought ? If so| I an 1 , prepared to 
“cross swords” with her. 

The most extraordinary thing about 
the Theosophicai Sociefy is that; in face 
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•of" all. these e?cposur,es, it has flourished. 
MrV Besant attributes this to the psychic 
influence and inspiration of the Mahatmds, 
•and'gives it as an ‘absolute proo£ of their 
• existence. Mrs. Besant hg rself is tjhe 
only Mahatma connected with the 
; Society, and frcni her tongue all the 
influence and inspiration proceed. My 
copy-books taught me that w the pen is 
-mightier than the sword,” but to this 
•truism should be added, “but the tongue 
Is mightier than the pen.” See what 
it has' done for some of our Cabinet 
Ministers ! 

F.or brevity’s sake I ha\*e not given 
“.chapter and verse” for all quotations, 
but I will supply them if necessary. 
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A FEW WORDS TO THE MAN IN 
THE STREET 

W iiat is Theosophy? What is the 
aim of it ? \\ hat arc Mahatmas, any- 
way ? 

These are the questions frequently 
asked by “the man in the street.”* I 
will endeavour to answer them to the 
best of my ‘knowledge, but I have no’t 
been able to devote many months of my 
busy life to the study of this cult. 

Mrs. Besant says : “There is nothing 
more difficult than the understanding of 
Theosophy.” To that I -quite agree, if 
it has to be understood by her lectures 
and by the bterature of the 1 Society. I 
have found that method of trying to 
understand 1 heosophy not orily difficult 
but ‘costly. I have attended a number 
of Mrs. Besant’s lectures, a-nd I have 
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jvadgd . through # ^, pile of expensive 
literature, - verbolb and dreary, in the 
extreme ,*'soin^ of* it in subtle language 
far- more difficulty to understand than 
B-ro\yning’s poetry. 

l/p to the present ‘all I have been 
able- to learn might have been expressed 
ijn a few straightforward paragraphs. 

It appears thg.t the great aim of a 
Theosophist should be to become a 
Mahatma, but that is a troublesome 
business and it occupies a long time. 
"Befole a step can be taken towards this 
goal we* arc* told that we must abstain 
from flesh, marriage, and all worldly 
pleasures, and lead a perfectly pure 
existence. No one can take “exception 
to the ethics of such a life, if he can 
to the means of following it. To Find a 
Theosophist following it is as rar^ as 
finding “ the teratological phenomena 
of a two-headed infant,” to use Madame 
Bltivatsl-fy's phraseology.*^ But there are 
other consideration^ We are told that 
at the death of one who has led such^a 
life his ego divides into two Rarts, a 
good, part and. a bad part. Yhe bad 
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part becomes a mischievous spook (.sernir 
fiends .Mr. Sinnett *cq.lls ttiem) that 
deceives people at ' spiritual' stances 
ai\d haunts the eart,h’ for a time, and 
eventually becomes annihilated. , The 
good part of the ego retires to devanchan 
(rosy sleep), in which state it remains' 
1500 years; after which it becomes ( 
reincarnated. This process has to be 
gone through at least 800 times, so that- 
it takes about 1,250,000 years to becon’ie 
a Mahatma. No wonder there are so 
few of them ! 

When a man reaches this>stage of his 
existence he is declared to be perfect, 
and he leads 3 the life of a hermit amid 
perpetual’snow in some mountain .range. 
He spends his time in prayer, and in 
studying the secret forces of Nature in 
subterranean libraries. He appears to 
require neither food nor fire, and he 

wears a robe of the thinnest white calico. 

$ 

He enjoys the great advantage 1 of being 
able to slip out of his material, body as 
easily as an ordinary man can ‘jlip out 
of his, trousers, and he can project his 
astral body with the greatest rapidity to 
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any part of t]ie w®*Jd, thus avoiding the 

dagger ahcl expanse of a flying machine. 

Beyohd"Tfrisa&d tiV fact that he requires 

neither postage n<%r insurance ^stamps I 

see no advantage in being a M abating. 

■ * _ & <« • & 

• " There is no reliable record of any 

rfiem-ber of the* Theosophical Society 

e.ver having seen a Mahatma in his 

matcriaf k^dy. • Madame ’ Blavatsky 

states she saw two, Morya and Koot 

bfoomi. Several Theosophists believe 

they have seen Mahatmas in their astral 

bodies, and in visions and dreams. 

According^© their portraits, which have 

been painted, the^ resemble John King, 

the. well-known spirit, w*ho # has the 

r.epjitatjon of being the most industrious 

spirit that ever rapped a table. He.was 

certainly a most hard-working spirit 

forty years ago, when spiritualism was 

rife. I remember that he was declared 

t6 have manifested several seances at 

the same moment in 'different parts of 

the wo rich J#hn ancV the Mahatmas are 

all big., ‘swarthy fellows, with heavy- 

black beards, dressed in long robes of 

thin white calico, and ^urbans to match. 
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Anything more unAHe Tibetans . if ’is 
difficult* to imagine. 1 .Colonel Ol^ott 
states that Madame olav/itsky' informed 

.• N ' • J . v 

him that John King was her familiar • 
spirit for fourteen years. That was • 
before she said a word about Mahatmas* 
The Yogis, adepts,* and mystics O'f ; 
India may be described as half-baked. 
Mahatmas.* TJiey are. of .two classes. 
Some of them are demented creatures.- 
suffering from religious mania, frequently 
hypnotic. In this country they would* 
be taken care of in lunatic asylums’. By 
far the greater portion of frife.se natives 
are simply mendicants, who find praying 
more congenial to their tastes than*- 
working. In this country they, w£>ul,d 
be galled “Weary Willies.” 

London was favoured by a visit from 
a*. Hindu mystic in the spring of this 
year. He was announced as Swami 
Baba Bharati, the; Renowned Hindu 
Sage, Mystic.’ Philosopher, ancl Inspired 
Orator ; a Holy Man fn»m Ijidia who 
Aas formerly Editor of the , Lahore 
Tribuiqe. But his religious instincts 
asserted thems^Jves, .asid for • twelve 
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\e‘ars tje becam^-ao. hermit, renouncing 

th’vT worlck ancV living a life of austere 
simplicTf?“m ^he holiest of India’s most 
y lands. His^visit to the »West,j he 
said' was in obedience > to>a vision Aine 
years before. 

He gave a dbur.se of lectures at the 
small ’ (Queen’s Hall. One was upon 
reincarnatjgn, asd it was sai’d to be “ the 
.clearest exposition ever given upon this 
subject.” This announcement greatly 
interested me, for I thought that some 
arguments, more convincing than any I 
hyxl ever iifcard in support of the doctrine, 
wo.uld surely be pdduced. Accordingly 
I .attended the lecture in good time. 
After* the audience had waited nearly 
half an hour over the time at whicJTthe 
lecture was advertised to commence, a 
big, well-fed Hindu sauntered upon 
the platform, looking as though he 
'had been awakened in the middle of 
his afternoon nap. * He was accom- 
panied ;by his manager who, w^th an 
eye to business, introduced Baba vwjrl 
emphasised the fact that he was hold- 
ing classes for spiritual development” 
9 * 



MODERN “ THEOSOPHY ” 


and that we could h;£i\e difec lesson-3 for 
a guinea. 

The Baba then ch? 4 ited : ‘a long p raver 
in Hindustani, and afterwards favoured 
us with a vevy long parable which he 
read from a Buddhist work. So far- as 
I could understand the parable, it had no 
bearing whatever upon reincarnation-. 
He then commenced his lecture, which 
he preceded by a bitter complaint as to 
the manner in which his audience at' his 
last lecture had treated him. 

“Just as I was feeling ir-u Pi ration 
coming over me,” he said, “ itfy kudienc£ 
discovered that it was tea-time and 
went home to tea.” He hoped that we 
should not treat him in the same manner. 
There was no necessity to do so, for he 
gave but a short, rambling dissertation,, 
to the effect that everything in Nature 
pointed to reincarnation. He gave as 
instances night and .morning; the dead 
seed which, being planted, becomes a 
beautiful flower ; the? death t>f vegetation 
’r/- winter and its resurrection to- life in 
the spring ; and he repeated the thread- 
bare argument tha£ most- people have an ■ 
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intuit; ye consci musae ss of having had a 
prSwouJ^^is fen^e, because scynetimes 
in d^ettTiTsr*s«£ne^ places, people, ?fnd 
'things appear qrnte familiar This 
argument is the chief one in support of 
Jthig'” doctrine, but a^ * ninety-nine per 
bent., of the visions we havp in dreams 
are up to date, I fail to see how they 
can* in,* any wa^ support the doctrine. 
According to the theory, the visions 
should be of places hundreds or thou- 
sands of years old. 

Tlffe^js how I wasted an hour and a 
halC^tnoSke three shillings I paid for 


my seat. 

'j'his is a sample of Indian mysticism. 
A ^ fail; sample of the great inspired 
teachers of the East, to whom the jo«or 
'benighted West must look for instruction 
and guidance in spiritual, material, ajid 
all scientific jnatters ! 

• No, thank you, Mrs. Besant. The 
We’st wilt Joe far better without the clap- 
trap and # hanl*y-panky you offer for sale 
at a guinea per annum — exclusiveNa^ 
confusion of the vapourings of^ajicient’ 
.Dreamers, pahaa^d^ff as original and 
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inspired literature, s«m4 of it at fifty 
shillings -a volume ! * 

While -penning these pages I have 
received information from Anglo- Indian 
friends to the cftect that the Indian 
section of the Theosophical Society is 
in a bad way. I am told that many of 
the most influential members, havmg 
discovered that the Mahatmas are myths, 
are leaving the Society. For a long 
time suspicion has existed among the 
British residents that sedition lurks 
behind the Society, and thtb.' that ac 
counts for the unreasonably fulsome 
display upon Mrs. Besant’s first visit to 
India. She passed under triumphal, 
arches ; her paths were strewn with, 
flowers, and she was looked upon by the 
natives as a Joan of Arc come to free 
them from British rule. This suspicion 
was strengthened by the support which 
Mrs. Besant and members of the Society 
gave to Mr. Keir. Hardie during his 
mischievous visit to India. Persons 
present at the meetings marvelled that 
the authorities shoulAiV-ivs allowed such 
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to be ^p^ched openly to the 

i ni^rnfirfrffr^ * yatives. 

I ab^lute proof that the 

‘Society is seditiou^; still, ther^is ample 
reasGil why the authorities^ should keep 
_an 'eye upon it. 
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